January 25, 1967 


The second part of the Manchester-Look serialization hag. come out since 
I wrote the enclosed. Manchester has really disgraced himseli as far as 
his assessment of Lee Oswald is concerned. He depended on the Report, 
rather than on the 26 volumes, for his very dubious "research., " This 
makes a bad historical book for the man (Manchester) who claimed in 
a NY Times ad that he knew more about the case than anyone! 

Notice Manchester’s reliance on Givens’ statement (April ’64) that ne 
saw Lee on the 6th floor at "5 to 12". Yet Givens did NOT make 

this statement before Mary Rattan (Notary Public) on Nov. 22nd, nor 
to the FBI (in a deposition) in March '64. Givens who had a police 
record could very well be an ideal subject xor police-agency 
nressure. Measure his statement with William Shelley's, Vol. 7, p. 3y0. 

Ball:... when is the last time (on Nov. 22) that you saw 
Oswald? 

Shelley: y&mrsS: It was 10 or 15 minutes before 12. 

Ball: Where? 

On the first floor over near the telephone . 

(This fits in interestingly enough with Norman's testimony, 3. 3, p.lO'?. 
Norman who was obviously under pressure of some kind, as noticed by 
his 1 vacillation in fifth floor narrative, claimed to have been on 
the first floor at lunch time where he saw Jarman over by tne 
first floor telephone. Lee claimed to have eaten a sandwhich in 
"Junior ’ s’) presence. Jarman claimed not to have spoken oo Lee 
since 9:30 AM when the "people were gathering" in Dealy Plaza 0 This 
is ridiculous, as the people did not begin to gather at all in 
this rather sparse area until after 11:30. Norman also vacillates 
as to whom he saw in the lunchroom (domino room): "I can’t remember 
who ate in the lunchroom...” "I think there was someone else in 
there. . 

It all seems obvious to me that Lee went into the domino room. for his 
lunch where Norman probably saw him, after having spoken. so Givens 
while Givens was enroute down from 6th at 11:30 Lee having oeen on 
5th at this point. After getting his lunch Lee wandered out . onto 
the first floor near the telephone where his confrontation with 
Jarman took place. Meanwhile Shelley saw Lee at this point. and 
gave testimony in this regard. The Commission however dismissed this 
and accepted instead Givens rather questionaoly-orientated testimony.) 

All of the Negro boys involved-Givens, Williams, Norman, Jatman, 

Piper, etc. -were scared to death. I am intrigued by the following. 

McCloy: You testified you had not seen Oswald except 
this one occasion in the morning. Did you hear any of 
your friends or coworkers say whether they had seen 
Oswald on that morning? 

Norman: Not until after... 

McCloy: After the assassination? 

Norman: Yes, sir; that is the only time. 

(Belin breaks in) 

Belin: Offtherec ord. 

Discussionof f tkreord . 



Gan this be found now in the Archives? 

On top of this is the fascinating testimony of Daugherty. This 
was so confusing that I can't beliefee it wasn't deliberate. If 
a man is REALLY this dumb can he hold a job year after year? 

We should know more about ^augherty? What were his politics? 

I have the inference that he was an insane fan of the right- 
wing. Was he interested in guns, rifles? Did he belong to any 
QDgganizations? 

Interesting, too, is Frazier. He was a fana.tic on guns, rifles. 

The more I think about him the more I feel the original impetus 
towards Lee Oswald may have come from him. He and his sister 
knew all the neighborhood gossip. He knew Lee was thinking 
(on Marina's urging) about buying a car. He knew when Lee got 
the job. He may have discussed guns with Lee and learned about 
the garage item. He may have picked up the curtain rod story from 
another discussion with Lee — or Ruth. HE had access to that 
horrible garage — when Ruth was out — at night. ThePaines had no 
dogs then. The garage was not locked. The neighborhood would 
not have thought it strange had Frazier actually entered Ruth's 
house at any time. Frazier of course has no brains. Whatever 
part he may have played, he was directed. But the idea to use 
Lee in something may have come from him as he would have the back- 
ground on arina and Russia, etc. 

I was told by an Oklahoma City reporter that Frazier had a record at 
Huntsville. Never have checked on it. Truly told me Frazier had 
worked for him "over a year" yet the testimony has Frazier saying he 
had only been with the building a month or two. Frazier was a dis- 
grace after the assassination. His fear was so thick you could 
cut it. He trembled and shook every time he was approached. He 
refused to give interviews. His sister refizsed. Allegedly they 
were not even courteous to Ruth. They have moved of course, but the 
grandparents were still in the house last time I checked. 


Must close. All the best. 

S. 



